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AM that wil live cih. Chriſt Jeſus ſoa je P neat 


a | 4 hace Tim. II, 12. 


| 8 vor 3 "provecaverit, * certamini; 2 Dies venerit, n 
2 tate fortiter, dimicate conſtanter, ſcientes vos ſub Oculis pr 
| ſentis Domini dimicare, Confeſſione nominis ejus ad ipſtus Glori 

pervenire; qui non fic eſt, ut ſervos ſuos tantum ſpectet, ſed & 

fe luttatur in noby, ipſe congreditur, ipſe in certamine Agons 
ngſtri, & Coronat pariter, & Coronatur. Quod fi ante Diem cer- 
taminis veſtri de indulgentia Domini pax ſer ervenerit, vobis ta- 
= men maneat voluntas integra, a 2 2. &. Cyprian, 
| Epiſt. VIII. ad u &. Confeſſo 


A Hep US 5 


TO THE REVEREND 


. MAN DER 


MASTER of BALLIOL College, 
.  —— 


"FO CHANCELLOR 


OF THE | 
UniynnsITY of Oxrond. 


RBVBREND SIR, 


HE following Sermon, , which Was 
Preached by your Appointment, and 16 


. now Publiſhed at your Command, ( for 
fuch I efteem your defwres) Addreſſes it ſelf with 
all Humility to you to be its Patron. There is 
nothing, I mus? confeſs, in the Siyle, or Compoſe- 
tion of it, which can deſerve tbe Honour of have 
ing ſo great a Name prefixnd to it: but yet the 
ze of the Deſgn is ſuch, as makes me hope 
you will not think it unworthy both of your Ar- 
ceptance and Protection. 

Ii is very eaſy to obſerve, how InduStriouſty, 
and Artificial ly the greateſt endeavours have 
of late been made, not onely to leſſen the Worth, 
but alſo to lay odions Imputations on the Memory 
M that B. Martyr, K. 3 I: nay, ſome have 


* 


proceeded to b a holt ht of N. Eibe, 25 even 
to Ridichle, and that tbo in the 1/4. B arbarong 
 mabiher, the Obſervation of that Day, which b 
Supreme Authority of the Nation bas thought 
fit to be ſet apart, the more, ſolemuly to lament 
his Murder, 4ogetherwithour , National Crimes. 
3 Men, % ſeems, imagine; either that the 
in "of Mut dering a King #s nar of ſo heimons. a 
Nuts re, as to require /0 exffaordinary a Ne- 
 pentance, or, which\is more probable, that it is 
20 Sin at all, but a great, and à glorious Action. 
Ii is to be hoped, that ſuch {mpwery Will be no 
longer endur'd in a Chriſtian Nation, Bui That 
thoſe Honourable and Worthy G entlemen, who 
conſtitutè the Great Council of this Kingdom, and 
who think the affairs of Relgion, ſo far as they 
fall under their Cynſidef ation, not. umvorthy 
their peculiar. Regard, will, p- T5 in their great 
Wiſdom they ſhall Judge YN 25 by ſome Publick | 
Declaration of their D 1255 N theſe 


Men, maintain God's Hono rt their own 
Aithortty, aud do Juſtice 0 the Memory of 1 this 
Excellent Prince. 
Thoſe who look narrow}, b into the rings and 
motives of the late unha 722 Wars, cannot fail to 
make this Obſervation, That both their B eeinning, | 
and fatal Period in the Murder of the King, 
145 thiefty oweing 10 his farm adherence to Epil- 
copacy. That the Rebellion 2945 hegun = 
1 70¹⁸ 
. 


ee ww wv . o d . 


" 2 


this | Account £45 roundly Mert ed by an Author, 
to whom, ſume perhaps mas be inclim d td para 


greuter Deſerence, than .a much honeSter:Mar 
had ſaidii; I mean Milton. Hie tells us, what 
no body, be ſars, is ignorant of, that 1 
when the Parliament, being eagerly oe Rage mfre ad ex- 


| emplum cæterarum reformande 


bent to reform the Church of England e 
. 5 | | 118 : | ere fFatuiſſent, pri- 
according to the Model of the other 7 „ Hel 
Proteſtant Churches, (he means thoſe nie. iron, Prat. in 


in France, Germany, and the United Pn Pop. Anglican. 
Provinces; where they have no Biſhops) had de- 
termind to extirpate Epiſcopacy, the King firſt 


oppos'd it, and afterwards for that very Reaſon 


began the war upon them; as he, impudenily 


miſrepreſenting the Fiſtory, expreſss it. Aud by 
the Minutes of that laſt Treaty he entered into 
with his Subjects in the I/le of Wight, plainly 
appears, That if he would have conſented with- 
out Reſerue on Limiation'to the Propoſals then 
made him, two of which 1were, for the Abohſh- 
ing of Biſhops, and a Sacrilegious Alienation of 
their Lands, He might have ſaved his Life, and 


gained his Liberty. From. all which, we cannot 


without the greateſt Grief reflect upon the pre- 


[ent miſerable State of our Church, in which, it 


z5 to be feared, there are not a few, even of thoſe 
that Miniſter at the Altar, auh would be ready, 
upon the jir/t ſummons of a Prevailing Power, 
baſely to ſurrender” up that Divine Inftitution, 


— 


the Pre ervation wy ah; this B. Martyr 0 
2 Profs refiſted,: even unto blood. 0 i 
I migbi now, Sir, lay hold of this Opportunity 
70 make publick mention of your Virtues. The 
Exemplary care you take to preſerve, and main- 
ain ibe Diſciphne of the Univerſity, which with 
1 ſo much Honour to ger {els and Advantage to 
4 #8. Y0unow bappily Prefide over, is what all thai 
tuo this Place muſt give un Atteſtation to. But 
ll _ your unwillingneſs to hear your own jut Praiſes, 
 obliges me to draw-a Veil over your other Per- 
fettions ;, for: which no one can have a greater 


Fane, , and more — than,” 


SIR, 


Your moſt Obliged 


and Humble Servant, | 


| S.. Edmund Hall, 
Feb. 18. 1781 
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Preached before the Un LV E R 81 T 1, 


On the XXX”, of — &c. 
— — — | — i — 


I Pet. II. 14. 
If ye [#4 er for Righteouſweſs ſake, pe- are Je. 


Mon ft thoſe many and peculiar W len- 
cies of the Chriſtian Religion this is one 
of the chief, that tho the Profeflion and 

Practice of it may not always be the beſt way to 

avoid Perſecution and Sufferings, yet it is that 

alone which adminiſters the beſt ſupport and com- 

fort under all the preſſures and calamities, which 
this Life is liable to. There is nothing that con- 
duces more to give our Minds a juſt Idea of the 
ſhortneſs of theſe tem por Afflictions, than the 
conſideration of that Life and Immortality, which 
zs brought to light by the Gofpel, nor can any thing 
more directly tend to diſarm the ſharpeſt Tryals 


of their Sting, than that Exceeding and Eternal 


weight of Glory, which will be the reward of them. 


Bee! it was, that the firſt Profeſſors ofthis Reli- 


B gion | 


ed by the wiſeſt Schemes of Philoſe 


Sermon before The Unzoer/; yy, 
gion ſo patiently and chearfully fuffer d the moſt 


painful and ignominioua Deaths, and that the Igna- 
Jiuſes, and Potycarps, the Juſtius and the Oprien 


of the firſt Ages adyanced the credit of Chriſt ia 
nity more by the Sufferings than their Doctrine; 
and hence it was, laſtly, that the B. Martyr of this 
Day, whoſe innocent blood we have but juſt now 


beſought God not to vifit upon us nor our Poſte- 
_ rity, was enabled with ſuch Chriſtian Courage and 
Reſignation, to endure the Indignities and Af 


fronts, and at laſt to ſubmit his Royal Neck to 


the Fatal Stroke of his moſt Barbarous and Impla- 


cable Enemies. 
But Chriſtianity carries us yet farther and not 


|  onely ſupports us . the feverer Inflictions of 


23 but alſo gives us the beſt ground to 


think our felves yery Fein. amidſt the greateſt 


Calamities. And this is what was in vain attempt- 
y the Hea- 
rs Sages could invent, and would ſeem too great 
a Paradox to be- cafily credited, in an Age that 

places its ſupreme happineſs in the 1 


of ſenſe, if the Example of our Saviour, the Apo- 
files, and of that Noble Army of Martyrs, wth 


which they are incircled, as well as the expreſs 
Doctrines of our Religion had not taught us, That 
the loſs of all that is dear to us in this World, even 
of our very Lives, if it be for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
ſhould be 5 ur from — our 5 Ar 

making 


ter 


9 aka 


making w e. ſhrink back. at ee 


Tc / pos ERS 


bt 0 erer 


K 7 Fay. 


ect, that we ought to rejoyce and triump 


1 it. Eg % ſuffer fo Beben eg ſake happy 
are ye. From which words I ſhall ſhew 


I. When we may be faid to /# fer for Righte- 


onfueſ Jane. © 
AI. That thoſe. who #t ger for Righteonſneſ; 


| ſake are happy. 


III. I ſhall make ſome Application of the whole 


to the Occafion of the preſent Solemnity. 


I. Iwill conſider when we may be ſaid to 7 offer 


for Righteouſneſs ſake. And here we muſt not 


think, that thoſe ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, who 
falbunder the hand of Juſtice for propagating their 


own miſtaken Opinions, .or for following any 
wicked Practice. Truth and Falſhood, Right and 
Wrong, Virtue and Vice, are of ſo different a Na- 


ture, and carry ſuch evident marks of diſtinction 


upon them, eſpecially in the great and fundamental 


points of Religion, and Moralit y, that it muſt be 
our own great fault, if we miſtake about them: and 
therefore the plea of an Erroneous Conſcience wil 


never excuſe us either in the ſight of God or Man. 


If a ſtrong perſwaſion of the Mind concerning the 


truth or Jowfalnof of any thing could be ſuffici- 
ent to juſtify our miſtakes in Opinion, or Vices in 
practice, the wildeſt Enthufiaſt might juſtly. pre- 


tend to Saintſhip, and thoſe Execrable Regicides, 


1 who, 


* . 2 2 Me Unroer 27M * 


who, as upon this Day, ſhed the blood of the beſt 
Kings, when their Viilanies had-found them out, 
and from the Sword of Juſtice they had receiv'd 
the due Reward of their Deeds, have had a good 


claim to the Crown of 1 4 - 8 
Nor can they be ſaid to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs 


fake, who, out of an indiſereet and too forward 
Teal, throw themſelves upon Tryals and Suffer- 
ing, and ſeem to court and catch at Dangers and 
Death, tho for the ſake of God and Religion. Of 
ſuch it may be juſtly demanded, 27% has requir'd 
this at your hands? Our Saviour, who has com- 
ate, VL manded us to pray that aue enter not into Tempta- 
au Ks; lion, and when we are perſecuted in one City to 
flee to another, tho when the confeſſing him, and 
preſerving our Lives are inconſiſtent, he obliges 
us readily to chooſe Death, yet never deſign dwe 
ſhould laviſhly ſquander away our Lives, without 
any proſpect of Advantage to his Religion by it. 
I would not be thought hereby to reflect upon 
that Holy Ardor, which prompted the Primitive 
Martyrs ſo eagerly to as themſelves, to the 
utmoſt Rageand Fury of their Perſecutors. Thoſe 
Divine Perſons had great and extraordinary aſſi- 
ſtances, which we cannot pretend unto: and there- 
for it would be the higheſt preſumption in us to 
endeavour to equal, what was their greateſt Glor 
and Perfection; the Examples of their Suffering 


being rather deſign d for a further 2 
08 


20% Fe 0. aner ä n 


+ of the Truths of our holy Religion chalk hey that 
„mould, 22 a//refpedtrs, be 3 by ſucceeding 
Ages. And even in thoſe Primitive Times the 
| | wiſdom of ſome Councils thought fit to reſtrain co. vx. 
the too great forwardneſs of ſuch Chriſtians, IA 
who willingly offered themſelves in the day of. 
4 Tryal. In order therefore to ſanctify our Suffer- re 
ings, and make them acceptable and lovely in 
| | the fight of God, we muſt principally take care, Hey 
3 3B * undergone in a good Cauſe, and next, 
4 That they be not the neceſſary conſequences of 
our own careleſsneſs, or indiſcretion, folly or 
| raſhneſs. He then may be faid to ſuffer for 
3 Righteouſneſs ſake, whom either the open Pro- 
feeſſion or Practice of the nus Religion expoſes to 
Afflictions and Diſtreſſes > Perſecution and Suf- 
ferings. | i} 
Fir/t; We may be fig: to /# fu fer Ar Righteouſ: 
7e/s ſake, when we ſuffer for an open Profeſſion 
of the true Religion, It is a debt which we owe 
to Truth in general, that when we are upon good 
grounds convinced, and perſwaded of it, we ſnould 
neither be aſhamed nor afr aid openly to own and 
defend it. For Error being ſuch a real blemiſn to 
our Natures, and the great parent of all thoſe 
diſorders and miſeries, which are incident to hu- 
mane Affaires, there can be no greater benefit 
done to Mankind, than to endeavour to root it 


out, „ and to 3 and n Truth in the place 
of 


"04 l Mare 72 222 


of it: and therefore 2 generous Spirit would not 
mmrink from ſuch an Und ertoking, tho it ſhould 
happen to be attended with ſome inconveniencies 
and dangers to himſelf. And as this is our Duty 
With regard to all Truth, ſo it is more eſpecially 
fo with. relation tothe ſacred Truths of our holy 
Religion: which we are ynder much. ſtronger 
obligat tions openly to on and profeſs, True Re- 
 ligion 1s ſo great concern, and has ſo command- 
ing an influence upon both the Temporal and E- 
| 22 Intereſts of Men, that he who looks never 
ſo little beyond the narrow limits of his own be- 
ing and is — wholly taken up in providing for his 
private Security and Eaſe, muſt needs think him- 
elf obliged. by all means to endeavour to further 
and promote it. Now the chief, I might ſay, the 
onely method of doing this, is by an undiſguiſed 
Profeſſion, and a reſolute and ſteddy maintain- 
ing of it, in ſpight and defianceofany difficulties 
and dangers we may thereby be forced to.com- 
bat with. This is Se our Lord, with a parti- 
cular regard to the Caſe before us, Mart. x. 32. 
calls Cage feng him before Men, and fo perem- 
ptorily obliges us to it , that he interprets the 
failure of it as a flat denial, and being aſhamed 


avm. Of bim, and his Words; threatning to deny, and 


cklown ſuch as are guilty of this ſin at that great 
and terrible day, when the beſt of us will fand 
in n need of his Favour and Countenance. The Pri- 

mitive 


"On 3 Io 2 R 

mitive Chriſtians: were fo forward to own their 
Religion, and upon all occafions fo ready to give 
a Reafon of the hope that was in em, that they 
even prevented the Demands of their Enemies, 


- * 7 


and profeſſed themſelves Chriſtians before they 


could be asked, whether they were ſo or no. 
They, Good Men, being utterly unacquain ed 
with the modern diſcoveries in Cafuiſtical 


vinity, knew not how, in times of Perſecution 


Tryal, by dextrouſly diſtinguifhing Seaſons, 


and Places, and Circumſtances, at once to ſeenre 


their Conſciences, and to fave their Eſtates, or to 
make an honourable Retreat , when they were 


obliged to maintain a dangerous Poſt with. the 
loſs of their Lives; but like good Souldiers of Je- 


fus Chriſt, manfully fought for their Saviours 


z * under his own Banners, and not under 


y Falſe or Foreign Colours, againſt all the AF 
Jrements and Terrours of this World. 


Now, when by the Providence of God it ſhall | 


ſo fall out, that we cannot defend and p 


gate our Religion, without the hazard if our N 
Lives: if a Dioclſium, a Conftantins, or à Juliam 


ſhould arife, and endeavour by open Force to 
extirpaze, or by the ſecret arts of Treachery to 
undermine, either the whole, or any part of Chri- 


ſtianity: when openly to profeſs the Truth would 


be to mark ones ſelf out for Deſtruction, and to 


9 inviolable che facred » whether 
x: | 
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i” be any gr grand Article of the Faith, Or an ET. 
ſential part of the Rights, and Diſcipline of the 
Church, were to expoſe our {elves to the Frownuns 


and Diſpleaſure, and, it may be, to the Vengeance 


of the Magiſtrate: if then we ſhall dare to be 
faithful to our great Lord and Maſter, and brave- 


ly to deſend his Truths againſt the fierceſt Op- 


pofition; tho we ſhould happen to looſe the 
Day, and with it our Reputation, our Eſtates, 


and our Lives, we may notwithſtanding ſup- 


rt our ſelves, even under the Agonies of Death, 


with a full aſſurance, T hat we * Ver for Koghte- 


onſneſs ſake. But 
Secondly, We may- be alſo Bid to after far 


Righteouſneſs ſake, when we ſuffer for a ſtrict 


Obſervance of the Rules, and Precepts of the true 


Religion. Religion, we know, confiſts and ſhews 


its fa altogether in two things; a right Belief, 


and a ſuitable Prattice. When therefore we are 


fully perſwaded of, and vigorouſly bent to de- 


- sf _ promote any Truth, we ſhould do well 
to take care, that our own Actions do not con- 
tradict- our Profeſſion, nor the notorious incon 


ſiſtency of our Practice, make the World ſuſpect 


the ſincerity of our Pretenſions. He that con- 


tends earneſtly for the Faith, and all the while 
lives as if he did not believe a word of Religion, 


or is wonderfully zealous for ſome particular 


Doctrines of it, and yet, either in the general 


conduct 
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conduct of his Life, or in ſeveral ſingle inſtances 


ſhall ſhew, that how full ſoęver his Head may 
be with them, his Heart is not in the leaſt in- 
fluenced by them, onely Acts a Part, and by ill 
Acting it takes the moſt effectual method to 
ruine that very Cauſe he would ſeem to defend. 
Thoſe who for Fear, or Intereſt, or out of a de- 
ſire to enjoy their beloved Eaſe, betray, or tamely 


ſurrender up the Truth, we may juſtly con- 


demn, and deteſt: but then let thoſe who are 
its profefled Champions be perſwaded to Pra- 
ctiſe for Religion, as eagerly as they diſpute for 
it; and that, as for many other ſubſtantial Rea- 
ſons, ſo eſpecially for this one, That thoſe who 


disbelieve and oppoſe. theſe Truths, make the 


inconſiſtency of their Actions the great, I had 
almoſt ſaid, the onely Arngument for their In- 
fidelity. - 7 TOE Oe - On 

But now, tho an exact Conformity of our 
Practice to the Precepts of the true Religion be 
thus zeceſ/ary, yet, it muſt be confeſſed, that it 
is notalways /afe. There may be, and no doubt 
very frequently are, times, wherein Men wall 
no more endure ſoumd Practice, than they will 


ſound Doctrine: and uſually thoſe are the great- 


eſt Enimies of the former, who moſt oppoſe the 
latter. Sometimes thoſe that Govern may be 


on the fide of injuſtice, and iniquity be eſtabliſb. 


ed by a Law: and then what can the Mg 
C | the 


1 
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the Virtuqus Man expect for an honeſt adhe- 


rence to the Dictates of his rightly inform d 


Conſcience, but a Rack or a Gibbet, or to be mi- 


" ſerably harraſſed by Confiſcations and Impriſon- 


ments? This was the Caſe of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, and of ſuch: as in the late times of 


Uſurpation and Confuſion, had the courage to 


ſuffer in the ruine of the Church and Monarchy. 
But if the Government ſhould be engaged in 


favour of Truth and Virtue, yet even then the 


ſincerely. Good and Virtuous Man muſt not pro- 
miſe himſelf a perfect calm, and ſecurity from 
Perfecution. For ſuch is the wretched ; om 

racy of the World, that the greateſt part of the 
Men in any Place or Country, are not onely 


themſelves looſe in their Manners, but fome- 


times turn Patrons. of Vice,. and Adyocates for 
Immorality : and then the Governours them- 


elves, if they ſhall endeavour to ſuppreſs the 


growing Impiety, muſt not expect to eſcape the 
Raillery and Reflections, the great and ſmall 
Shot, of theſe ſort of Men. But if any private 
Perſon ſhall dare to be ſo bold, as by a preciſe 
Obſervation of the Duties of Chriſtianity, to 


Genalize and diſtinguiſh himſelf, and by ſo do- 


ing to upbraid them with their abs he 
{hall be looked upon, and treated as a common 
Enemy, or as one that is unfit to Converſe a- 


mong Men. To o give an inſtance of this: All 


ſober 


with miſtaken Notions of falſe Honour, who, 
whatever loud pretences he may make to Cou- 


them from their Duty: but let them go on and 


ba The 30 January. 11 
ſober Reaſoners, I ſuppoſe, are agreed, that there 
can be nothing more directly contrary to the 
moſt expreſs Precepts of our Religion, concern - . v. 
ing forgiving ſmaller Injuries, and ot aveng- Nen. xt. | 
ing our. ſelves when the greateſt are offer'd, '* |} 
than Duelling: and yet, who is there among 


thoſe numbers of our Gentry, that are befool d 


rage, would notwithſtanding be ſo hardy, as to 
plead his Chriſtianity in bar of giving or receiv- 
ing a Challenge, or if he ſhould, be able with pa- 
tience to endure the Scoffs and Reproaches, the 
Affronts and Injuries, he muſt expect to undergo 
for it. So difficult a thing it is for a ſincere 
Chriſtian to receive his good 7hings in this world, 
and not to forfeit his title to the Rewards of 
another, and ſo certainly verified is that Pro- 
phecy of our Saviour, John xv. 20. The ſervant 
is not greater than the. Lord. If they have perſe- 
cuted me, they will alſo perſecute you. 

Here therefore is to be ſeen the Courage, here 
the Conftancy of the Saints. Let them chear- 
fully endure the contempt and ſcorn of a wicked 
World: let no Difficulties diſcourage, no Ter- 
rours affright, no Pleaſures nor Honours ' entice 


perſevere: and tho' the Clouds ſhould gather 


thick about them, and the Waves and Storms 
| "" beat 


*. — Tore the 222 fy, 


beat violeritly upon them, let them continue 
Fixt and Immoveable as a Rock; committing 

«pa. Iv. Thin Souls 10 God in well. doing, as unto à faith- 
ful Creator: who will certainly Reward: their 
Sufferings with that Bleſſeducſs, which he has 

ala V. io. promiſed to them that are perſecuted for Righ- 
zeouſneſs: ſake. Thus much for the firſt thing I 
proposd, which was, To confider when we might 

be ſaid to aher for Righteouſneſs ſake. I pro- 

ceed, in the 
II. Place, to prove, That thoſe who ths 72 


fer for Righteouſneſs ſake, are happy. But this, I 
fear, will ſeem a ſtrange Aſſertion, not onely to 
. ſuchas have uſed themſelves to reliſh, and take 

delight in the ſatisfactions of Senſe, but even 
to thoſe whoſe Apprehenfions and Judgements 
are refind by Philoſophy and Religion. For 
what Happineſs, may it be demanded, can there 
be in Pain and Loſs? What ſatisfaction under 
Tryals and Sufferings? Can there be any Plea- 
ſure in paſling thro Theſe uncomfortable Paths, 
which lead to Geth/emane or Gokotha? And is 
not his Condition to be much rather choſen, who 
Z is carried out of this world. by the gentle ſteps 
A that Nature proceeds in, than his, who is forced 
N and hurried out of it by a Violence ſo very ſhame- 
; ful and painful, as to make the manner of Dying 
1 much more dreadful than Death it ſelf? It is e- 
2 "nopgh ſure, if theſe things « can be born with any 
[5 +1 tolerable 
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tolerable decency; but that we ſhould be pleas'd;, 


Judgements, and much fewer to follow in their 
Practice. Theſe are indeed plauſible ſuggeſtions, 
and ſuch as fleſh and blood will very ſtrongly 


and think our ſelves happy under them, will be 
thought ſuch a train of Chriſtiam Stoiciſim, as 
few, I doubt, will be inducd to approve of in their 


incline us to hearken to: but notwithſtanding 


all this, the Aſſertion of the Text may upon godd 


grounds be prov'd, That thoſe who /uffer for 
Richreouſueſs fake are happy. Now. this may 


be made appear upon theſe two conſiderations. 


Firſt, From that preſent ſapport and comfort, 


which is afforded them ander their Sufferings. 


And, Secondly, From that Infinitely Glorious, 
and Eternal Reward, which will be beſtowed 
upon them, after they are over. And this T think 
ſufficient to evince the Propefition laid down: 
For certainly that ſervant can have no reaſon to 
think his condition. unhappy, who, whatever 


Difficult or Dangerous performances may be re- 
quired of him, has his Mafter always preſent 


to Aſſiſt and Encourage him; and, when he has 


ſtoutly born the hᷣurden and heat of the day, to 


reward him, infinitely beyond what his mean ſer- 
vices can in themſelves deſerve. 


I. Firſt then, thoſe: who /uffer for Righteonſ- 


neſs ſake, have a preſent ſupport and comfort 
under the greateſt Afflictions. Now thisartſes and 


ſprings 
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forth from theſe two things. Fri, from 
FE Sings xefleftion. upon the Innocency and Re- 
gulaxity of their e LIVES; Jogcthes with the 
 cenfideragion.. of the goodneſs of the Cauſe for 
Which they ſuffer : — Newt, from that com- 
fortable Hope, and Aſſurance they have of a fu. 
ture Recompence to be made them. If he that 
ers for Righteouſneſs aße can with ſatisfacti- 
on look back upon his paſt Actions, if upon a 
nice and curious | neg of his whole Lito; he 
finds no ghaſtly fin to terrifie him, no load of 
extraordinary. guilt upon his Conſcience. , that 
ſinks his Courage, and drinks up his Spirits, he 
will eafilx bear up under whatever miſeries or 
calamities may befall him in this World. Inno- 
cenge/1s ſo naturally productive of a generous 
and undaunted Spirit, that it has alone ſupported 
Men under the greateſt Evils of this Life, even 
when, they have had a very uncertain proſpect 
into another World. Socrates, when he was go- 
ing to take off the poiſonous draught, as Plato 
informs us in his Phædo, upon this ſingle confi- 
deration of his having ſpent tus Life well, could 
not but think, hat i there were any Life after 
this, he ſhou 1d have nothing to fear in it; but 
that his condition then would be, at leaf, as 
happy as it had been in this mori. And this 
enabled him to hold the fatal Cup with a ſteddy 
wand, and to drink down his death without 16 
much 
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A 


much as the leaſt change 


was, that he had foreh? à good Fight, amd kept ©" 


has a ſtrange force to enfeeble and intimidate the 
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finful complyances. Tis true indeed, that in the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, ſome other- 


Blood, was as effectual towards the cleanſing us ij 
from our ſins, as to be waſhed in the waters of i 


1 ſhall not take upon me to determine. Thus 
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in his Countenance 
And, a far greater than Socrates," St. Paul, under 
a near proſpect of his approaching Martyrdom, | 
tells the Corimthians, That his rejoyeing Was this, : o, 
the teflimony of his Conſcience; and when he 

was ub, ready to be offer d, his greateſt comfort : rim N. 


the Faith. But then on the other hand, guilt 


ſtouteſt Heart. It diſarms Men of their Reſo- 
lution and Conſtancy, and is apt to make them 
ſuſpect the goodneſs of the beſt Cauſe. Hence. 
they ſeek for little ſubterfuges, and ſtudy diftin- 
ctions to avoid Suffering, and the very fight or 
thought of Perſecution is ſo terrifying, as to ex- 
tort from them the vileſt ſubmiſſions and moſt 


omnium eorum 3 ſur 1 


ſuffer Torments and Death for the ſake d gie propzer men 


Fili Dei mortem obierunt. 


of God and Religion. But this courage 5. Herms e 11.6: || 
proceeded from an Opinion then gene- unn n Fine Prefs . 


rally receiv d, That Martyrdom atton'd ] eee. 
for all former Offences, and to be bath d in ones 


S 
wiſe very ill Men would yet bravely i 


Baptiſm. How well grounded this Opinion was, 


however I may venture to ſay, that Innocence of 
Life 
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Life will afford us a much better ſupport, and { 

more ſolid comfort, and whilſt we keep all quiet J 
within our own breaſts, we cannot be much a || , 
ſtected at any thing that befalls us from without. | 
And as this Conſciouſneſs of their own Inno- | 

c - cence is ſufficient to keep them from all deſpond- | 
ing Fears, ſo will the conſideration of the Rea- | 
ſions for which they ſuffer, give them a freſh || 
ſupply of Spirits, and make them chearfully un- 


dergo the Hem Thal. Since tis the cauſe of 
God, who at firſt Created, and by a new Act of 
Creation upholds and preſerves them in every -. 
-moment of their Lives, and to whom therefore 
all their Services, and all their Sufferings too are —_ 
moſt juſtly due, they cannot think any thing too 
difficult to .be perform'd, or too grievous to be | 
undergone for his ſake. Since 'tis Religion for 
which they are engaged, their deareſt blood is 
not too much to be ventured in its Defence. If 1 
our Lord did not diſdain to come down among 
us, and live here a miſerable Life; if He did 
not refuſe to undergo the #77ter Aonies of the 
Garden, and the Croſs, and all to purchaſe to him- 

ſelf an Univerſal Church, none of his Diſciples 
ſure can be ſo unlike their Mafter, as not joyfully 
to endure the greateſt Sufferings for the Preſer- 
vation and Proſperity of this Church. No won- 
der then that the Apoſtles were ſo far from think- 

ing their condition unhappy under the Afflictions 
g = | they 
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Poil, affords that Frong Conſolation, and is that 
 fledfaſt Anchor of the Soul, which is the laſt and 
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they endur d for Chriſt, that we find them re- 
joycing that they were counted worthy to [uffer V. 
ſhame for his Name, and that St. Paul reckons 

it as a peculiar honour, and priviledge beftowed 
upon the Phz/zppians, That to them it was given rut L. 5 
in the behalf of Chris," not onely to believe on 

him, but. alſo to ſuffer for his ſakes. Now, we 
know, that ' thoſe 2yho /uffer with Chriſt, ball rn. i. 


_ alſo reign with hun: the certain hope and full, 


aſſurance of which, entering into that within the 


ſureſt preſent Support and Refuge thoſe have 


. to fly unto, who are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 


... 


It is this hope which gives the Martyrs a pro- 
ſpect into the other world, and by it they ſee 


with an Eye of Faith, what St. S/ephen did with 


his bodily Eyes, Heaven opened, and Feſtts as vn. 


| landing at the right hand of God, ready to en- 


courage and comfort them, and to receive their 
Souls. Tis this Expectation, that not. onely 
makes them bear their Sufferings patiently, but 
alſo rejoxce in Tribulations, whil ft they conſi- =_ 
der, that hee light rs which are but for c. lv. 
a moment, will work for them a far more ex. 
ceeding and Eternal aucight of Glory: upon which 
having their Eyes and their Hearts fixed and 
ſtay d, They evidently ſhew, what the Epiſtle - | 
D the 
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the Church of Smyrna tells us the B. Pol harp, 
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| * Smyrnenſis de wot arts Poly- 


carpi $. 2. 


and thoſe who ſuffered with him 
did, That during the ſad bour of 
their Su ffermgs they! are /trang- 
ers to the Body, aud that. theſe 
temporary 1 orments are hight and 
tnconſiderable to them, il & 
"therr Hearts are ſet upon thoſe e- 


verlaſting Joys Thich are prepar'd for them that 
: 19. endure tothe end, ſuch as neither Eye hath ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, nor can enter into the Heart of 
Man, but were ſhewn to them by the Lord, who 
ere now ready to leave Mortality, and enter 
upon the ſtate of Angels. Theſe are ſome of thoſe 
ways, by which we may be ſupported and com- 
forted, under all our Tryals and Sufferings for 


Righteouſneſs ſake. 


* So had Sr. Polycarp, who, as the 


| Epiftle of the Church of Smyrna in- 


jorms us, had a Viſion three days before 
his being Apprehended, by which he was 
«ſired, that he ſhould be burnt alive. 
tec ehe cy az, 22516, S 
Tray nt pον Þ cb euroy = 
Ede euer er Tupes nuGpey- 

oper 2 Spee erat ces T&5 TUO 
Ts cd en Aci ps Corr N- 
axourt 25:9, 6. 5- And ſo alſo Perpetua 
after ſhe was in priſon had a V ifzon, in 


which her Martyrdom was repreſented to 


her. See her As p. 8, 9. Edit.Oxon. 


1680. The ſame thing; is alſo related of 


S. Cyprian. See hit life 7 7. written by 
his Deacon Pontius; who, as S. Hie- 
rome tells 1, eonſtanily attended him in 
his Sufjerings, and was an Eye witneſs 
of his Mariyrqom. : 


J muſt not here diſſemble that 
beſides theſe Ordinam, the Primi- 
tive Martyrs had ſome Extraor- 


„ dinary encouragements, to enable 


them chearfully to undergo Perſe- 
cution. God was pleas'd frequent- 
ly to work. Gecial Miracles to ſup- 
porttheſe his ſervants,and to mani- 
teſt their Innocence to the world. 
* They had particular Revelations 
made to them, to forewarn them 


of what they v were to undergo, that 


they 
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they might not be ſurpriz'd, as tho' ſome: ſtrange 
thing had happen d to them. And whilſt they 


were under the hands of their Tor- 
mentors, their ſenſe of pain was 


frequently diminiſhed, or wholly 
taken away, and iometimes mira- 


culouſly turn d into a pleafing ſen- 
ſation. The wild Beaſts have laid 
aſide their natural fierceneſs, and 


inſtead of running upon them with 
open mouths, have ſtood at an 
awful diſtance, and revered them. 
They have remain d unhurt and 
untouched amidſt the Flames. Ty- 


rants have been ſtruck with Ad- 
miration of them; and their very 


Executioners have become their 


Diſciples. I am not inſenſible that 
theſe things will hardly find Be- 
lief in this incredulous Age: and 
therefore it may not be amiſs to 


let the Infidel know, that they are 


tranſmitted down to us upon the 
certain Authority of ſuchas were 
preſent at, and Eye witneſſes of 
them. And ſo ] paſs to that other 


thing which conſummates and 
Crowns the Happineſs of thoſe that /uffer for Righ- 
Feouſneſs ſakes, vin. 
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14 5 ſaid of Perpetua, That foe | 


was hardly ſenſible of any pain under 


her Sufferings. The ſame is related of © 


Blandina, and Theodorus. But more 


eſpecially remarkable is what the Epiſtle 


of the Churches of Lions, and Vienne 


in France, extant in Euſebius Hiſtor. 


_ Eccleſiaſt. lib. V. cap. 1. relates concern- 


ing one that ſuffer'd in that cruel Butche- 
ry of the Chriſtians at Lions, in theſe 
worde: aπ , To geen cp] de 
gave # ayuptu To op gorioy N vi 
ue ˖⁰ ga], 1 Thu 10 Very emerges 
v c ED να 3% Thu mi H¹νν, f? 
uu N & i“,j Alg N vockls S 
Xears, Thu dxurt e pioAwny cure ge- 


M * „ 
2 This was ſo uſual in the Primitive 
times, that we find S. Ignatius, whe 
even panted after the Crown of AMartyr- 
dom, in ſome fear leaſt the Prayers ef 
the Roman Chriſtians ſhould ſtop the 
mouths of the ' Leopards, and make 
them ſpare him, as they had done others: 
wars Tyay Ne i GN Ve. 
Exif. ad Rom. 5. 5. The ſame Euſebius, 
who was an Eye witneſs, relates Hiſtor. 
Ftcleſsaſt. lib. VIII. c. 7. concerning the 
Chriſtians in Dioclettan's Perſecution. 
3 This is related to bave happen d at 
the Martyrdom of Sr. Polycarp, in the 
Epiſtle of the Church of Smyrna g. 15. 
in theſe wordt: fog Ca Anpreons 
@©X09955, Jauug wine eidbpp, ois id ci 
S iniulighe, aber) Soar ſay 
Tos Aoemots Tee Wop, 7 78 Top x9 
Aegis Ei) 0g biHνν⁰,[ Wart corn FAKE 
wo mug; TMnÞs pn KUKAS Me- 
Tejgoe 79 opts & Wppropes: And 
other inſtances might be alledg d of ſ11c1 
as have quenched the violence of fire. 
The other things here mentioned might be 
fully proved, if it would not be thought too 


great a burden for the Margin. 


Secondly, 
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1 That infinitely Glorious and Excel. 2 
aan Reward which will be beſtowed upon them : 
after their Sufferings are over. That all good Men 
will have a certain and full Retribietien and Re- 
compence, for the good they have done, and the 
evils they have undergone for- the ſake of doing 
- good, is a Truth, which the principles and light of 

Nature inclined the Heathen World in ſome mea- 
ſure to believe; but which, by the Revelation 
vouchſafed to Mankind by our Saviour is put be- 
yond all poſſibility of doubt or uncertainty. The | 
New Teſtament every where aſſures us, that there 
gh is a Tregſure, a Crown, a Kingdom, which awaits 
1 Tim v. ſuch as are faithful unto the Jeath, and which will 
bi moſt certainly be beſtowed upon them aher they 
>. Pall reſt from their labours, and ther good works | 
2 follow them into another World. And this Re- 
. ard is that which makes the condition of Chri- 
| ſtians unſpeakably happy, tho' in the accounts of 
ſuch as will not, or care not to look beyond the Re- 
gions of this World, it may ſeem the moſt uncom- 
fortable and miſerable. For if by the Labour and 
Toil of a /e u minutes we can obtain everlaSting 
ſecurity, eaſe, and enjoyment, if the Afflictions 
and Perſecutions we ſuffer here, will not onely 
for ever procure us an Exemption from them 
hereafter, but alſo ſuch a Recompence of Reward 
as does infinitely overbalance all that we have 
done or undergone, then certainly our circum- 
ſtances, 
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1 be they what they will, are fach, as have 
far greater Reaſon to rejoyee in, than io com- 
plain of. 5 
But now, tho all good Men will be l 
in another World, infinitely beyond what their 
beſt ſervices do deſerve, yet all will not be re- 
warded alike. There are ſeveral degrees of Hap- 
pineſs and Glory in Heaven: In m father's houſe, vun xi. 
ſaid our _ are many manſions. And as among 
the Angels there are different Orders and. Hierar- 
chies; ſome of which may ſeem to have a more 
near and intimate fruition of the Beatifick Viſion, 
| and with the Angel Gabriel to ſtand in the pre- rel 
fene of God, near his Throne, and under the 
more immediate Emanations of his Glory, others 
to be of an inferiour Nature and Rank, and there- 
fore to have Poſts and Imployments of inferiour 
Dignity and Excellence, ſo in the Glorified State, aa. 
wherein, it is ſaid, we ſhall be 2 and equal to K 
the Angels, there will, no doubt, be different de- — 
grees of Perfection and Excellence. Tis certain 
indeed, that the Righteous ſhall ſhine as the ſtars Dar. XIL 
for ever and ever: but then we know that oze cx 
far differs from another ſtar in Glory. All that 
go out of this World have not the ſame diſpoſiti- 
ons of Soul to reliſh the joys of Heaven; and there- 
fore all cannot receive the ſame degrees of Hap- 
x pineſs. All have not laid p in /tore for themſelves 


the ſame good foundation of goou works against 
Eternity 
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Eternity 1 com?, and therefore we muſt no 1 
think the ſame degrees of Glory will be 5. t 
{towed upon all. If it be juſt with God to Reward '4 
the and Virtuous, then certainly the ſame 7 
Rules of Immutable: Juſtice will oblige him to Z 
- Recompence ſuch as have been fignally and he- 
zoically Virtuous with more Eminent and Super- } 
n lative degtees of Happineſs and Bliſ. ; 
Ni. there are none that have a fairer claim, 

and can put in a better plea for the firſt place of 


Honour and Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
than thoſe who have been ſufferers for Righzeon/- | 
eſs fake. Their Virtue is of ſo exalted a pitch 
and ſuch an heroical fize, as to claim the higheſt 
and moſt valuable Reward. There is ſuch a con- 
ſtellation of the brighteſt Graces and Excellencies 
in a Martyr's Soul, as makes it capable to receive 
the fulleſt ſtreams of that joy, which flows from 
Gods pre/ence for evermore. In him we may ſee 
that Victorious Faith, in its greateſt ſtrength and 
vigour, which repels and overcomes the fierceſt 
= - onlets of this World: that Haming love, which 
4 perfectly caſts out all fear, and is properly /ronger 


a than Death: that truely generous Courage, which 
3 makes them encounter any difficulties, and un- 
4 dergo any ſufferings rather than be Traitors to 
9 their Redeemer. The Noble Army of Martyrs 
i therefore will ſtand in the next place to the great 


Captain of their Salvation, and be diſtinguiſhed 
PH from 
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the Triumphant Palm, and a more Radiant Crow. 


For theſe are they that came out of the great Tri. 


Hulation, and have waſhed their Robes, and made 
them White in the blood of the Lamb: therefore, 


lays the Angel in the Revelations, are they be: Rer. vir 
fore the Throne of God, and ferve him day and 


night in his Jemple. And be 1 nn an 7 rhe 
1 hrone ſhall dwell among them. 


And now from this pitch let us be a mort 


view of the Happineſs of the Martyrs. Their 


outward condition indeed in the ſgbi q the un. 
21ſe may ſeem to be miſerable: but they have a 
ſpring of Peace and Delight riſing up in their o-]n 


breaſts, which, together with the hope of a bleſſed 


Immortality, makes them, even under the worſt 


that can befall them, reſoucè withizop unſpeakable 


and full of Glory. And when they ſhall have re. 


ceived the end of their Faith, and Love, and Hope, 
even the ſalvation of their Souls, theſe little Croſ- 


ſes ſhall then ſpring up into the brighteſt Crowns, 


and each honourable Wound, and Scar they have 
receiv d in the Cauſe of Chriſt, ſhall be encircled 


with rays of Glgry. And thus, I have gone thro 


the two firft * 1 propos d. 1 muſt now. 
in the 


III. And laſt place, make Tome anden of 


what has been ſ; 5 to the /ad Cccaſion of the pre- 
ſent melancholy Solemmity Weare aſſembled to la- 
= ment. 


GC 
from che other happy Souls by the ities Robe, 
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ment and beak: a — committed upon this 
Day, of ſo ſlrange and umheard of àa Nature, that 
as it cannot be paralleled in the Hiſtories of for- 
mer Ages, ſo it would hardly find belief in the 
Generations to come, if the undoubted Records 
of time had not ſet it beyond any manner of un- 
certainty. A wickedneſs /o infamous, that if 
this Day had not been ſet apart to ſhew our ſor- 
row for, and to declare to the World our Deteſta- 
tion of it, the guilty Memory of this Day would 
have continued a perpetual Shame and Reproach 
to the Eugiiſu Nation. And as this Faſt was ap- 
pointed to be moſt Religiouſly obſerv d by the 
higheſt Authority of the Kingdom, ſo we cannot 
but hope that the ſame Authority will end and 
exforce the Obſervation of it, and that, as it has 
already in ſome meaſure, ſo it will continue to 
ſnew its 7110/7 Difpleaſure againſt ſuch, who 
would have the memory of this Day forgotten ; 
fince a mournjul and penitenl Remembrance of 
it, is the onely meaxs we have left to expiate the 
guilt of Mae; Innocent blood, which was then fo 
unjuStHy and inhumanely ſpilt. The Sins of this 
Nation are great and numerous enough to draw 
down the heavieſt Vengeance upon us, and I pray 
God we may never add to our many other pro- 
vocations that of not perpetuating the XXX. of 
Fanuary, the Pious Obſervation of which we may 
juſtly eſteem the chief cauſe, that yet ſuſ _ 
thoſe 
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thoſe Jade ements which ſo viſthly hang over 
our guilty Heads. ie e — 
If we confider the Excellencles both Moral ind 
Relig ius of that Saintlike Prince, Who was this 
Day Murder d; we ſhall find cauſe enough to 
n for thoſe Sins, which provoked God, not 
onely to take Him from us, but to make our on 
hands the unhappy Inſtruments by which we 
were depriy'd-of ſo great a Bleſſing. I might 
here attempt the Character of our B. Mariyr, and 
endeavour 3 N Him in his Publick and in 
his Private "Capacity, how truely great a Ring, 
and how good\a Man he was, what an indulgent 
Parent of his Country, and what an exact and 
inflexible Obſerver and Follower of Truth and 
Virtue: I might mention that, which ought to 
render his Memory for ever precious and vene- 
rable to thoſe of this Church and this Place, his 
being properly a Nurſing Father to the one, and 
ſignally a Fauourer and Eucourager of the other, 
and that, not for any ſiniſter Ends, or political 
Defigns, but out-of Conſcience and Affection: to 
theſe I might add that, which was moſt remark- 
able in Him, and: which, whatever ſome may 
think of it, - ought to be reckon d among the 
Þrighte Ornaments of a King, as it is the moſt 
e/orious Title of the Crown of Englayd, his being 
in reality a Defender of the Faith, anda Protector 


and Enlarger of the es th and Diſcipline of the 
T Church 
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| Church of England, as well as a moſt Religious 


Obſerver of all the Rules and Orders of it. But 
the things, together with that noble train of 
Virtues which compleat the Character of this Ex- 
cetlent King, I ſhall leave to Poſterity to amplify 
with thoſe juſt Excomiums, which ſo properly be- 
long unto them : and this the rather, becauſe, tho 

by the Virulence of ſome, and the artful Inſinu- 
ations of others, his Character may ſeem of late 
to have been ſomewhat obſcur d, yet I cannot 


but hope, that there willa timecome, when, like 


the Sunafter an Eclipſe, it will break forth again 
with a brighter Luſter and Glory. I ſhall there- 
fore confine what I have to ſay upon this Occa- 
ſion, within thoſe bounds the 1 ext has ſet me, 
and briefly conſider, Fr/, The Righteouſneſs for 
which our Mariyr Suffer d, and, Secondly, His 
Happmeſs under his Sufferings. And 
1. For the Righteouſneſs for which he Suffer d. 
There is nothing more evident to any one that 
will impartially conſider the Hiſtory of his trou- 
bleſome Reign, than that he was very far from 
deſerving any of thoſe grievous Calamities that 
befell Him, by any Crime, I might ſay, by any 
Miſmanagement of his own. The Iniquiiy of the 
Times, and the ill Tempers and D, orion of 
ſome of his Subjects, together with the 7reachery 
of others, were the ſole — of all that Con- 
fuſion and Blood, by which this diſmal fan 
ſtan 
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ſtands 10 remarkably diſtinguiſhed. He was ſo 
willing to have avoided a War, that He diveſted 


himſelf of all that was neceflary to begin or carry Pen 


it on, to ſatisfie unreaſonable Demands of his Peo- 


ple; inſomuch, that, when He was forced to de- 
fend himſelf, He was. left ſo deſtitute of Aſſi- 
ſtance, that He and thoſe few that then ſtood 
with him, like David, when about to engage the 
Philiſtin, became the contempt and ſcorn of their 
Enemies. 

The unhappy beginnings of his Troubles we may 


| date from the firſt Invaſion of the Sts, which 


was occafion'd by the endeavours He uſed to 
ſettle a Uniormity in Religion amongſt them, 


but more eſpecially by the care He took to reſcue 2. * 
thoſe Lands and Revenues out of the Sacrilegious 4 
hands of ſuch as had Surreptitiouſly alienated 


them from the Church and Croum in the Mino- 
rity of his Father. So that we ſee the beginning 
of that Tragical Scene of his Sufferings, is to be 
aſcribed to his Zeal for Gods worſhip.- 

If I ſhould now trace His misfortunes thro all 
thoſe various Events, and turns of Proy idence He 
went thro', I might ſhew, that in the whole 
Courſe of his Troubles, it was his „irm adherence 
to the true Religion, and the happy ConStitution 
of the Monarchy, that brought upon him all 
thoſe doleful clus he underwent. His re- 


Parli- 


Toons «Meſſages and Conceſſions to his Rebellious 
| EI 


dale, and 


i Sers before the Unverſiiy, 
Parliament, ſufficiently demonſtrated how deſi- 
rous He was of Peace: but when He plainly ſaw 
tmat nothing under the utter ruime and deſtruction 
p9l the Church and Statè could procure his ſafety, 
He then prepared himſelf patiently to undergo 
the worſt that his Enemies could inflict; and ſo 
fell this glorious Saint, a Martyr for the Laws, Li- 
berties, and Religion of England. But tho He 
A mas thus puniſhed in the fight of Men, yet, i 
4 2. His Happineſs under his Sufferings, which f 
was the ſecond thing mention d, ought to allay . | 
thoſe Sorrows, and make us dry up thoſe Tears, 
which this unjuſt and cruel Perſecution of Him 
may have raiſed in us. If we look upon this 
moſt Excellent Prince and be/? of Men, in all 
His Sufferings we cannot chooſe but ſtand amazd |, 
at that Courage and Magnanimity with which 
He ſuſtain d thoſe terrible Shocks of adverſe For- 
tune, which conſtantly attended his Enterpriſes. 
The #j/ronts and Iudignities put upon Him by 
his Parliaments, could not provoke, or diſturb 
Him, nor the Tiunults of his People raiſe any 
Stirs or Commotions within his Breaſt. The news 
of the ill ſucceſs of His Arms, did not i the leaſt 
Ruffle or Difcompoſe the conftant Tranquility of 
his Soul. And when He was forced to yield 
himſelf up to the crwe/ Mercies of his Enemies, 
with what Patienceè and Chearfulne/s did He bear 
the cloſe confinement of His Priſon, the Impe- 
: rious 
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1 rious 1 of the Souldiers a Him 

* from place to place? How contented was He, 

2 even under that, which of all His misfortunes 

Tz went the neareſt His heart, His being moſt in- 

» humanely: deny'd a Favour, which, as Himſelf 

0 obſerves, is always granted to the meaneſe Pri- Eine, 66. 

> | /orers and greatess Malefactors, I mean the at. 

e tendance of his Chaplains? With what a generous 

a and truely Chriſtian Courage did He endure the 

h Ignominious circumſtances of His mock; Tryal, 
che Pride and Contempt of His Inſoleni Judees, 

3, refufing to hear his Plea to that unjuſt Juriſdicti- 

n on — had Uſurped over Him? And when they 

8 had determin d to Murder Him, with what a 

1 ſettl'd Compoſure of Soul and Body did He re- 

1 , ceive that not barbarous Sentence which was 

I pronounced upon Him? If we ſhould now at- 
- tend Him to the Scaffold, and confider what an | 
i unſbaken Trust in God He ſhew'd in this laſt and | 

7 moſt cruel part of his Tragedy, we ſhall be at a 

> |' loſs to find many Inftances, even in the Marzyro- .—- 
7 logies of the Primitive Church, that equal, hardly x 
- any that exceed His Fortitude. It muſt be an l 
$ extraordinary F:rmmeſs of Soul, which could be 
f bottom d upon nothing elſe but the greateſt Iumo- 

5 ce ney q Life, and a certain hope of a happy Eter- | 


nity, that enabled Him to undergo with ſuch un- l 
concerned FEafineſs the diſmal Pomp of his Mar- 


* What a 8 ati faction may we ſu 1 
poſe 


A 
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poſe overſpread his Mind, when he ſocchearfully }F 

bore the gha ſgbt of the diſguiſed Executio-ñ 
metres ners, the Terrour of the Ax and the Block, and 


= wi; thoſe other [n/truments of their Cruelty, with 


m4 which, if He had re//fed, they would have 
gd Himv forced His ſubmiſſion. Vain Men]! who could 
think that this a Action of his Life would be 
ſio umliſe the former? No: in this, as well as in 


the Block. 


the other parts of his Paſſion, He faithfully imi- 


tated our B. Saviour, and went as a Lamb to the 


ſlaughter, without thoughts of Ręſiſtancè or Re- 
verge, quietly and joyfully ſubmitting himſelf 
to the will of his Mzarderers. EE 
Jo witneſs all that I have ſaid concerning the 
Happmeſs of our Martyr under his Sufferings, I 


might challenge the Teſtimony of his Friends and 


Servants, who conſtantly attended Him, I might 
appeal to his very Enemies, when they had Him 
in their Cuſtody, and rudely thru? themſetves 
2nto, and would be 2itne/fjes of all that He did 


in his moſt private Retirements: Did they ever 


diſcoyer in him any Murmurings or Repinings 
at the ſeverity of Gods afflicting Providence, any 
thing that ſavoured of Di/content or Unegſineſs? 
I might, I fay, produce theſe, and many more 


Evidences to prove, how Courageous, how Un- 


daumed, how Contented, and well pleas'd He 

was with all that befell him: but all theſe I wil- 

lngly wave, and ſhall onely alledge that, _—_ 
w 
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will 8 ever remain an undeniable proof of his 
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Happineſs in his Solitudes and Sufferimes, his in- 
comparable Book, that molt Zvely Pourtratture of 


his Majeſty conflicting with the greateſt Miſeries, 


but yet gloriouſly prevailing over them, and by 
Patient enduring becoming more than Conqueror. 
And tho an infamous wretch, as great an Enemy Toad. 
to the Chriſtian Religion, as to the Memory of 


this B. King, has lately made a Feeble Effort to Amme. 


deprive him of the Honour of writing it, yet he 


has receiv d /uch an Anſiuer, as has put it out W. 


of his Power to make any Repyy; the Providence fre} te 
of God having fo order it, that even at this di- A xx 
ſtance of time there is ſo great Evidence of the Sa 
genuineſs of this Book, as ought effectually to 
filence thoſe weak Obje&ions which have been 
hitherto made againſt it. | 

What and how great degrees of Happineſs and 
Glory He now enjoys, we cannot poſſibly con- 
ceive or comprehend: ſuch they are, no doubt, 


as do abundantly ' Recompence all thoſe grievous 


Sufferings He underwent here. By them in- 
deed, he was deprivd of an Earthly Diadem, but 
then he has (as himſelf in the moment of his 
Expiring ſaid he ſhould) echang d this Corru- 


prible' for an Iucorruptible Crown, the fading 


tranſitory Pleaſures of a perifhing Kingdom here 


below, for the ſubſtantial Joys of one Erernal 
in the Heavens. 


And 
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this Innocent Blood, which 
or Fengeance; may at length ceaſe cry 
that he would not too ſeverely enter into Ju 


ment nuit h us for this, or any other heinous So 


— 


alone 


— acknowledge that he is 
= aon us, and t 
ever, is leſs 


ee Hol 7 Gol, 
Honour, Praiſe, Might, Mas 
oth 401, and or ever. Amen. 
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ation. But if it ſhould pleaſe 
er Iniquities upon us, (and he 


y 


uſt in all that 
it our pi niſhment, how 


be aſcrit'd, 40 is m 
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e/ty and Dominion, 
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